ISDB General Assembly
Verona, October 1-3, 2025

Venue: Hotel GIBERTI, Via Giberti 7, Verona (Italy)
The role and place of ISDB in the current landscape

AGENDA

Wednesday, October 1t 2025 - afternoon

13:00 Registration

13:30 Welcome by the ISDB President

13:35-15:30 | Inaugural session : Contextualisation of the ISDB principles in the
current environment

Keynote speech by Gianni Tognoni on Global health equity: is there still
a role for ISDB and the independent information?

"The world scenarios of this 40th anniversary of ISDB have very little to
do with those which suggested the creation of a network of
professionals, and close friends, who identified independence of
information as an essential, challenging, very open component of the
universal right to health. A question mark on the identity itself of a
society created in and for a world which is so ‘other’, is possibly more
than the title of an opening reflection, but the real substance of a
meeting, which must be a disenchanted look into a future, where the
beautiful and reassuring key-words of one health, equity, accessibility
are confronted with the increasing evidences of the coincidence of
fantastic scientific advances and the permanence of market policies,
which are structurally discrim'Tating the needs of the less privileged".




Keynote speech by Adriane Fugh-Berman, PharmedOut (USA) on How
Industry Controls Medical Information or Invents Diseases

“Industry creates and redefines diseases in efforts to expand

the population eligible to be treated with drugs. Medical literature,
medical societies, continuing education, and consumer advocacy
groups have all been corrupted by industry in service of

this goal. Case studies will include menopause , dementia, and
gastroesophageal reflux disorder. Drug bulletins serve a vital role in
opposing this influence.”

Discussion with ISDB members and audience on independent
information and challenges members are facing.

Chair and moderater: Thierry Christiaens, Folia Pharmacotherapeutica,
Belgium

15:30-16:00

Coffee & tea break

16:00-18:00

Presentation and discussion on the ISDB strategic plan

e Mission and activities, Barbara Mintzes, Roberta Joppi
e |SDB membership, Nuria Homedes, Luis Carlos Saiz and Carlos
Duran

19:30

Get-Together Dinner, Restaurant “La Greppia”, di Dialma Guizzardi,
Vicolo Samaritana 3 Verona (Old Town Centre)

Thursday, October 2", 2025 - morning

9:00 -10:30

Health Technology Assessment: a big reform in the European
Union with the launch of joint clinical assessments

Challenges for evidence requirements and transparency
Barbara Spix, IQWIG (Germany)

Debate with members and the audience:

e JOrg Schaaber, Pharma-Brief, Germany
e Prof. Garattini, Italy
¢ Nicolas Demanet, Prescrire, France

Chair and moderator: Robert? Joppi, Infofarma, Italy




10:30-11:00 | Coffee & tea break
11:00 - Training session on ‘emulated trials’
12:30
Usefulness, pitfalls and dangers in the use of emulated trials
e Viet-Thi Tran, PU-PH in epidemiology and biostatistics (France)
Chair and moderator: Luis Carlos Saiz, DTB Navarre, Spain
12:30 - Lunch at Infofarma

Thursday, October 2", 2025 - afternoon

14:00 -
16:00

Lessons from the unknown, the expected, the false, the hidden
and, maybe, the worthwhile: The Covid-19 vaccines case.

The outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic and the consequent urgency
for vaccines that could mitigate its effects drastically altered the
dynamics of numerous procedures, including research, evaluation,
approval, procurement, financing and monitoring of their beneficial and
adverse effects. In addition, in-depth information on these products has
been an enormous challenge for professionals, due to problems such
as the difficulty in accessing information, the speed demanded at all
levels, or even the pressures to support the decisions of public
decision-makers. This session will examine the constraints and
weaknesses of the way in which the adoption of a new technology has
been approached in times of crisis (Covid-19 vaccines) and draw
useful lessons for drug information providers in the future.

Panelists:
- Prof Tom Jefferson, Trust The Evidence

- Nicola Magrini, previous Director General of AIFA, the Italian
Medicines Agency

- Maria Francisca Aldunate Gonzalez, Boletin Farmacovigilancia —

Agencia Nacional de Medicamentos, Instituto de Salud Publica de
Chile

Chair and moderator: Luca laboli, Farmaco-logico, Italy

16:00-16:30

Coffee & tea break 3




16:30-18:00

Obesity: challenges ahead
Evaluation of benefits and harms of treatments
Communication of the evidence to patients, citizens and doctors

Reframing a condition: new definition

e Dr. Stefan Weiler, pharma-kritik, Switzerland
e Dr. Staffan Svensson, Sweden

Chair and moderator: Barbara Mintzes, Therapeutics Initiative, Canada

Friday, October 3, 2025

9:00-11:00

ISDB internal affairs

1. Declared candidates for new executive committee and call for
further candidates

2. Report from ISDB committee on main activities since on-line
General assembly on 17 November 2022, Rita Kessler

3. Membership: update on new and no-longer-members,
presentation of new members, Roberta Joppi

4. Financial matters: accounting report, membership subscription
status, Luis Carlos Saiz, ISDB Treasurer

5. Election of new committee

Chair and moderator: Rita Kessler, ISDB President

11:00-11:30

Coffee & tea break

11:30-12:30

ISDB internal affairs

6. Results election of new Committee and presentation of the new
committee

7. 1SDB on the map: news from the regions

8. Miscellaneous

12:30

End of General Assembly - Closure of the meeting by Roberta Joppi,
Infofarma

Lunch at Infofarma




